
 

 

AGENDA 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
September 11, 2024 

6:00 pm 
1 Auburn Way 

 
 

Call to Order 
 
Approval of the Minutes – August 14, 2024 

 
 Approval of the Agenda 
 
 Old Business 
  

1. VA-24005, Blue River Development, LLC c/o LJA Engineering, Inc., requests a variance from Sec. 
18.08.050.A.1, Buffer and Setback Requirements, to reduce the undisturbed natural vegetative buffer from 
fifty (50) feet to zero (0) feet along a stream bank.  
 
This item was tabled at the August 14, 2024, Zoning Board of Appeals meeting. 
 

 Announcements 
 
 Adjournment 

Mayor 
Richard E. Roquemore 
 
City Administrator 
Michael E. Parks 

City Council 
Robert L. Vogel III 

Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 



 

 
MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Michael E. Parks   

 
          
                                                                      

ZBOA Meeting Minutes 
  August 14, 2024 

 
 
Meeting Called to order by Chairman Sewell 
 
Chairman asked for an approval of the minutes for June 12, 2024- motion made, second, all 
approved 
 
Chairman asked for an approval of the agenda reading the case number 1. VA-24005, application 
made by Blue River Development, LLC c/o LJA Engineering, Inc. to request a variance from Section 
18.08.050.A (1), to reduce the minimum buffer width from 50’ to 0” for an undisturbed natural 
vegetative buffer shall be maintained for fifty feet (50 ft) measured horizontally, on both banks (as 
applicable) of the stream as measured from the top of the stream bank.  
 
Chairman turned the meeting over to Sarah McQuade, City Planner to read the Zoning Board of 
Appeals Meeting Procedures. 
 
City Planner, Sarah McQuade stated the application on agenda is that of the Blue River 
Development requesting a stream buffer variance.  City Planner had made the recommendation to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals to table this item because after the application deadline had passed, 
the applicant submitted a revised site plan and that the timing of the revision it did not allow her 
and her staff to review the plan and get the agenda and recommendation to the Board in a timely 
manner for them to review.  Staff recommended tabling the item until their next meeting which 
will be September 11, 2024. 
 
Due to the recommendation to table, the Staff was advised that a Public Hearing process did not 
have to be opened for discussion since no staff report or analysis was presented. 
 
Chairman Sewell stated that there was a motion to table the item until the next meeting.  Board 
Member Kelley made the motion to table until the September 11, 2024, meeting, seconded by 
Board Member Riley, all in favor, motion passed. 
 
Motion to adjourn, motion made, 2nd, all in favor.



 MEMO | VA 24-005 | 1 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF AUBURN 

1369 FOURTH AVENUE 
AUBURN, GA 30011 

PHONE: 770-963-4002 
www.cityofauburn-ga.org 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO:  Zoning Board of Appeals Members  
   
FROM:  Sarah McQuade, City Planner 
   
DATE:  August 8, 2024 
 
RE: VA 24-005 – Application submitted by Blue River Development, LLC for a variance from Section 

18.08.050(A)(1), to reduce the undisturbed natural vegetative buffer from fifty (50) feet to zero (0) 
feet along a stream (Tax Parcels AU11 066 & AU11 152).   

 
 

 
Dear Zoning Board of Appeals Members,  
 
The applicant is requesting a variance from Section 18.08.050(A)(1), to reduce the undisturbed natural vegetative 
buffer from fifty (50) feet to zero (0) feet along a portion of stream (Tax Parcels AU11 066 & AU11 152).   
 
Staff recommends postponing (tabling) this item to a future date, as the applicant submitted an updated the site 
plan after the application deadline. Staff has not had sufficient time to review the revised application materials 
before the public hearing.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
Sarah 
  
  
CC:   Mayor and Members of City Council 
 Michael Parks 
 Jack Wilson 

http://www.cityofauburn-ga.org/












 

Applicant’s Letter of Intent 
Blue River Development, LLC 

Harmony Farms 
Stream Buffer Variance 

 
Introduction 
 
The subject property is located on 6th Street, Auburn, GA 30009. The subject property has been submitted as a CCD 
development known as Harmony Farms. The legal description has been provided for the subject property. The parcel 
number is AU 11 152. The topography of the parcel is sloped from the front to back with an extreme decline towards the 
stream buffer. The perimeter is lined with ground cover, foliage, trees, and plants. There are no encroachments within the 
25’ stream buffer. The stream is located along the northern property line. 
 
Proposal 
 
We propose limited grading in three separate areas of the 50’ City Buffer and replant these areas per code to prevent 
erosion. These areas total 4,022 SF The proposed additions will not encroach upon the 25’ stream buffer; however, it will 
stabilize the topography, assist with proper drainage, and allow better usage of the space without the need to install 
retaining walls. The location of the proposed 25’ stream buffer is outlined in the site plan. There are no water quality impacts 
of the proposed variance.  
 
Alternative Plans 
 
There are no feasible alternative plans other than the construction of retaining walls. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The proposed changes will not harm the stream buffer. The same protection of the water as provided by the natural features 
will not be disturbed or removed. Additional plants, ground cover, grass and foliage will be added to the back yard area to 
ensure the preservation of the stream buffer. 
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299 S. MAIN STREET
ALPHARETTA, GA 30009

770-225-4730

GASWCC LEVEL II CERTIFICATION
#59016

EXPIRATION DATE: 11/17/2025

CIVIL ENGINEERING BY LJA:
TYLER MARCHMAN, GA PE040989
PHONE: 770-855-2430
TMARCHMAN@LJA.COM

BLUE RIVER
DEVELOPMENT

3810 WINDEMERE PKWY,

 SUITE 504

CUMMING, GA 30041

PROJECT NUMBER

SHEET NUMBER

23138

NO. 040989

ENGINEER
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8/22/2024

C-500
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GRADING PLAN

0 60
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NORTH

EARTHWORK VOLUMES

157,800 CY CUT
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1,500 CY NET IMPORT
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UTILITIES.
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THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

OF THE CITY OF AUBURN, GEORGIA
PARCELS AU11 068B & CA01 011
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DEVELOPMENT LLC
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