
Agenda subject to change prior to meeting 
 

- Discussio 
 
 

CITY OF AUBURN 
MAYOR and CITY COUNCIL  

Work Session 
September 26, 2024 

6:00 PM 
Council Chambers 

1 Auburn Way 
Auburn, GA 30011 

 
 

 
 
 

1. Council Reports and Announcements 
 

PUBLIC HEARING  
 
2. Blue River Development, LLC Waiver Case #WAI-24001- Sarah McQuade 

 
WORKSHOP  

 
3. Auburn Map Revision – Sarah McQuade  
4. Rezoning– Lyle Rd. – Discussion Only (P&Z Update) – Sarah McQuade  
5. PUD Zoning Text Amendment- Lyle Rd. – Discussion Only (P&Z Update) – Sarah McQuade 
6. Stormwater Fee Adjustment – Michaael Parks  
7. Withers Building Discussion – Michael Parks  
8. Municipal Building Closeout – Michael Parks  
9. Watershed Protection Area – Michael Parks  
10. USGS/City of Auburn Partnership – Michael Parks  

 
 
VOTING ITEMS 
 

11. DDA & Planning Appointees – Michael Parks 
 

12. Citizen Comments on Agenda Items 
 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

MAYOR 
Richard E. Roquemore 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM: _2__ 
 
 
TO:  Mayor and Council 
 
FROM:   Sarah McQuade  
  City Planner  
 
DATE: September 26, 2024 
 
PURPOSE:  Intersection angles at Harmony Farms (“0” 6th Street, parcel # 
AU11 152) 
 
BACKGROUND: The applicant is proposing to vary from typical intersection 
angles pursuant to Title 16 - Development Regulations of the City of Auburn. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial. 
 
 
FUNDING: N/A 
 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR   
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

                 Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 
 

















































AGENDA ITEM: 3 

TO: Mayor and Council 

FM:  Sarah McQuade 
City Planner 

DATE: September 26, 2024 

PURPOSE: Proposed adoption of the Updated Official Zoning Map for the City 
of Auburn 

BACKGROUND: This is a map update from the July 2024 approval. The purpose 
of this request is to record an updated Official Zoning Map for the City. The city 
last adopted an Official Zoning Map in 2021. In most cases, the update should be 
done on an annual basis to capture any annexations or rezonings approved 
during the previous 12 months. 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommendation to approve the Official Zoning Map, as 
presented. 

FUNDING: N/A 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

          Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 
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AGENDA ITEM: 4 

TO: 

FROM:  

DATE: 

Mayor and Council 

Sarah McQuade 
City Planner  

September 26, 2024 

PURPOSE:  Rezone a 57.92 ± acre tract from AG: Agricultural to PUD: Planned 
Unit Development to construct a 188-lot single-family detached development.  

BACKGROUND: The applicant is proposing to rezone the development site, 
composed of parcels AU11 148 and AU11 031B, adjacent to Lyle Road. If approved, 
the site will be developed with 188 single family houses at a density of 3.25 units 
per acre.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Update on Planning and Zoning 
recommendations. 

FUNDING: N/A 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

          Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 

























AGENDA ITEM: 5 

TO: Mayor and Council 

FROM:  Sarah McQuade 
City Planner  

DATE: September 26, 2024 

PURPOSE:  Applicant-initiated zoning text amendment to Title 17, Section 
17.90.140, PUD Planned Unit Development.  

BACKGROUND: Staff has received a request to amend the text of City of Auburn 
Zoning Ordinance, Section 17.90.140, which governs the PUD: Planned unit 
development district. Specifically, the applicant has requested to amend 
subsection (C)(1) and omit subsection (C)(6).  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Update on Planning and Zoning 
recommendations. 

FUNDING: N/A 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

          Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 











 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM: 6 
 
 
TO:  Mayor and Council 
 
FROM:  Michael Parks, City Administrator 
 
DATE: September 26, 2024 
 
 
PURPOSE:  Stormwater Fee Update 
 
 
BACKGROUND: The stormwater fee schedule has not been updated since 2011. 
To align our fees with similar communities, it is essential to revise the schedule. 
This update will enhance the effectiveness of the City of Auburn Stormwater 
Department, which operates under an enterprise fund. Improved fees will 
contribute to better water quality in our streams, leading to more efficient 
operations at our water treatment facility. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: To approve an update in the City of Auburn 
stormwater fees 
 
 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
 
 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR   
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

                 Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 
 



 
 
 
 
Stormwater Fee – Option 1 (Square Footage) 
The residential property fee is $30.00/year. (3,000 square feet of impervious surface = 1 ERU) 
 
For commercially zoned property, the number of ERUs to be billed is calculated by taking the 
square footage of the property and multiplying the square footage by seventy-five percent 
(75%) and then dividing by 3,000  
 
(ex. 5 acre parcel – 43,560 x 5 = 217,800; 217,800 x 75% = 163,350; 163,350 / 3000 = 54.45 
ERUs;  54.45 x $5.00 = $272.25 per month). 
 
 
 
Stormwater Fee – Option 2 (Impervious Surface) 
The residential property fee is $30.00/year for (3000 SF = 1 ERU) of impervious area.   
 
Commercial  will pay $2.17 per 100 square feet of impervious area a year. For example, a parcel 
with 3,000 square feet of impervious surface would pay $65.10 per year.  
 
 
        
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM: 7 
 
 
TO:  Mayor and Council 
 
FROM:   Michael Parks 
  City Administrator 
 
DATE: September 26, 2024 
 
 
PURPOSE:  Discuss the possibility of deeding the Withers Building to the 
Downtown Development Authority. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: We have had an interest in The Withers Building for 
commercial use. With its prime location in Downtown Auburn, it would bring 
opportunities for growing businesses in our city. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: To grant the Downtown Development Authority use of 
the building. 
 
 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: N/A 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR   
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

                 Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 
 



AGENDA ITEM: 8 

TO: Mayor and Council 

FROM:  Michael Parks 
City Administrator 

DATE: September 26, 2024 

PURPOSE:  Municipal Complex Closeout 

BACKGROUND: The City of Auburn entered into a contract with BM&K 
Construction to build the Auburn Municipal Complex. The complex has been 
awarded a certificate of occupancy from the state. The city has been in 
negotiations with BM&K to close out the contract with BM&K. Attached you will 
find the recommendation from the project manager for the city as the procedure 
to end the contract.  

RECOMMENDATION: To approve the recommendation to close out the 
construction contract with BM&K in reference to the Auburn Municipal 
Complex.    

FUNDING: SPLOST/General Fund 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

          Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 



Municipal Complex Status 
 

Construction 

• All sitework has been completed and final engineering certification issued by the design 
engineer. 

• The building has been substantially complete since December 2023 and been operating 
under Temporary Certificates of Occupancy (CO) 

• A final CO was obtained in August 2024 after the final fire marshal and elevator 
inspections. 

• Ongoing finish work and punchout related activities are nearing completion. 

Financial Payment 

• BM&K submitted two Payment Applications requesting payment of retention. 
• Requested retention payments are: 

Sitework $   416,653.75 
Building $   890,787.33 
Total  $1,307,441.08 
 

• Contract value of $185,097.00 is remaining for completion of the Parks/PD change order. 
 

Closeout Recommendations 

• Final payment can be made pursuant to the contract. 
• Performance bonds are in place for the sitework and building sufficient to cover city’s 

exposure. 
• Per an email received from BM&K on 2/13/2024, BM&K claims outstanding payables to 

subcontractors in the amount of $1,168,051.00.  Recommend the following payments: 

Sitework $416,653.75 Pay in full 
Building $690,787.33 Retain $200,000 for 30 days  
     

• Validate subcontractors have been paid prior to release of $200,000 
• Secure an extended warranty of 3 years related to exterior moisture control (roof/walls) 
• Conditions to a final settlement include: 

o BM&K made a claim of $236,235 in extra overhead related to a range of delays. 
Those claims can be deemed in properly filed due to method and timing. 

o The city can claim Liquidated Damages under the contract based on an original 
completion date 7/31/2022 and Substantial Completion of 12/13/2023 (500 days).  
The value without adjustment is $375,000 (500 days @ $750/day)  

• Recommend settlement at no payments to either party. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM: 9 
 
 
TO:  Mayor and Council 
 
FROM:   Michael Parks, City Administrator 
 
DATE: September 26, 2024 
 
 
PURPOSE:  Watershed Protection Area   
 
 
BACKGROUND: Auburn's New Drinking Water Treatment Plant uses raw 
water from Rock Creek as its water source. When Auburn was granted a raw 
water withdrawal permit the Land Uses in the Rock Creek Watershed came under 
regulation by Rule 391-3-16-.01 Minimum Criteria for Small Water Supply 
Watersheds. A watershed is all the land that rainfall runs off into a stream, 
wetland, creek, or river up stream of a given location. The watershed for Auburn's 
Rock Creek raw water intakes is about 5.2 square miles north and west of the 
culvert where Parks Mill Road crosses Rock Creek near the Public Works 
Building. The watershed includes land in Downtown, Auburn City Limits, Barrow 
County, the Proposed City of Mulberry, and Gwinnett County. The roads that 
approximately encompass the watershed are Auburn County Line Road, Parks 
Mill Road, Harmony Grove Church Road, Union Grove Church Road, Fence 
Road, Auburn Road, Hill's Shop Road, and Atlanta Highway. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: To approve the land requirements in the protected 
watershed area.      
 
 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR   
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

                 Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 
 









AGENDA ITEM: 10 

TO: 

FROM: 

Mayor and Council 

Michael Parks City 
Administrator 

DATE:  September 26, 2024 

PURPOSE: U.S. Geological Partnership 

BACKGROUND: The City of Auburn needs to install a stream gage in Rock 
Creek to meet one of the conditions in the Permit 007-0303-07 to withdraw 
water from Rock Creek.  The City of Auburn has a permit to withdraw raw water 
from Rock Creek for treatment at the new Drinking Water Treatment Plant. 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) prefers that the gage be 
installed and operated by the United States Geological Survey (USGS).  For your 
approval is an agreement between the City and USGS to install and operate the 
gage.  The agreement is for five years and will need to be renewed in five years.  
The operating cost has been included in the operating budget for the DWTP. 

RECOMMENDATION: To approve the partnership with U.S. Geological 
Survey for installation of a stream gauge to monitor the flow conditions  

FUNDING: GEFA/Operational Budget 

ATTACHMENTS: 
EPD Withdrawal Permit 
USGA Agreement 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

          Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 



                     United States Department of the Interior 
 

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
C South Atlantic Water Science Center 

1770 Corporate Drive, Suite 500 
Norcross, GA 30093 

 

August 21, 2024 
 
Mr. Michael Park 
City Administrator 
City of Auburn 
1369 4th Ave 
Auburn , GA 30011 
 
Dear Mr. Park: 
 
Attached is our standard joint-funding agreement 25MPJFAG0000078 between the U.S. Geological Survey South 
Atlantic Water Science Center and City of Auburn for negotiated deliverables (see attached), during the period October 
1, 2024 through September 30, 2029 in the amount of $116,750.00 from your agency. U.S. Geological Survey 
contributions for this agreement are $0.00 for a combined total of $116,750.00. Please sign and return one fully-
executed original to Megan Jernigan at sawscbudgethelp@usgs.gov or mail to the address above. 
 
Federal law requires that we have a signed agreement before we start or continue work. Please return the signed 
agreement by October 1, 2024. If, for any reason, the agreement cannot be signed and returned by the date shown 
above, please contact Robert Sobczak at (470) 734-1524 or email rsobczak@usgs.gov to make alternative 
arrangements. 
 
This is a fixed cost agreement to be billed annually via Down Payment Request (automated Form DI-1040). Please 
allow 30-days from the end of the billing period for issuance of the bill. If you experience any problems with your 
invoice(s), please contact Megan Jernigan at phone number (919) 819-9441 or sawscbudgethelp@usgs.gov.  
 
The results of all work performed under this agreement will be available for publication by the U.S. Geological Survey. 
We look forward to continuing this and future cooperative efforts in these mutually beneficial water resources studies. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                     
Victor C. Engel 
Director, South Atlantic Water Science Center 
  

Attachment 
 25MPJFAG0000078 

  



 

Form 9-1366 
(May 2018) 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Joint Funding Agreement 
FOR 

Water Resource Investigations 

Customer #: 6000008815 
Agreement #: 25MPJFAG0000078 
Project #: MP00GXH 
TIN #: 58-0945938 
 

   

 Fixed Cost Agreement  YES[ X ] NO[   ] 
 
THIS AGREEMENT is entered into as of the October 1, 2024, by the U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, South Atlantic 
Water Science Center, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, party of the first part, and the City of 
Auburn party of the second part. 
 
1. The parties hereto agree that subject to the availability of appropriations and in accordance with their respective 
authorities there shall be maintained in cooperation for negotiated deliverables (see attached), herein called the 
program. The USGS legal authority is 43 USC 36C; 43 USC 50, and 43 USC 50b. 
 
2. The following amounts shall be contributed to cover all of the cost of the necessary field and analytical work 
directly related to this program. 2(b) include In-Kind-Services in the amount of $0.00. 
 

(a) $0.00 by the party of the first part during the period 
October 1, 2024 to September 30, 2029 
 

(b) $116,750.00 by the party of the second part during the period 
October 1, 2024 to September 30, 2029 
 

(c) Contributions are provided by the party of the first part through other USGS regional or national programs, 
in the amount of: $0.00. 
 
 
 

(d) Additional or reduced amounts by each party during the above period or succeeding periods as may be 
determined by mutual agreement and set forth in an exchange of letters between the parties. 
 

(e) The performance period may be changed by mutual agreement and set forth in an exchange of letters 
between the parties. 
 

3. The costs of this program may be paid by either party in conformity with the laws and regulations respectively 
governing each party. 
 
4. The field and analytical work pertaining to this program shall be under the direction of or subject to periodic review 
by an authorized representative of the party of the first part. 
 
5. The areas to be included in the program shall be determined by mutual agreement between the parties hereto or 
their authorized representatives. The methods employed in the field and office shall be those adopted by the party of 
the first part to insure the required standards of accuracy subject to modification by mutual agreement. 
 
6. During the course of this program, all field and analytical work of either party pertaining to this program shall be 
open to the inspection of the other party, and if the work is not being carried on in a mutually satisfactory manner, 
either party may terminate this agreement upon 60 days written notice to the other party.  
 
7. The original records resulting from this program will be deposited in the office of origin of those records. Upon 
request, copies of the original records will be provided to the office of the other party. 
 
8. The maps, records or reports resulting from this program shall be made available to the public as promptly as 
possible. The maps, records or reports normally will be published by the party of the first part. However, the party of 
the second part reserves the right to publish the results of this program, and if already published by the party of the 
first part shall, upon request, be furnished by the party of the first part, at cost, impressions suitable for purposes of 
reproduction similar to that for which the original copy was prepared. The maps, records or reports published by 
either party shall contain a statement of the cooperative relations between the parties. The Parties acknowledge that 
scientific information and data developed as a result of the Scope of Work (SOW) are subject to applicable USGS 
review, approval, and release requirements, which are available on the USGS Fundamental Science Practices 
website (https://www.usgs.gov/office-of-science-quality-and-integrity/fundamental-science-practices). 
 
 



 

9. Billing for this agreement will be rendered annually.  Invoices not paid within 60 days from the billing date will bear 
Interest, Penalties, and Administrative cost at the annual rate pursuant the Debt Collection Act of 1982, (codified at 
31 U.S.C. § 3717) established by the U.S. Treasury. 
 
 
 
 

 USGS Technical Point of Contact 
 

Name: Robert Sobczak 
 Assistant Director for Data- Georgia 
Address: 1770 Corporate Drive Suite 500 
 Norcross, GA 30093 
Telephone: (470) 734-1524 
Fax: (678) 924-6710 
Email: rsobczak@usgs.gov  

 

 Customer Technical Point of Contact 
 

Name: Michael Park 
 City Administrator 
Address: 1369 4th Ave 
 Auburn , GA 30011 
Telephone: (770) 963-4002 Ext 202 
Fax: (n/a) 
Email: mparks@cityofauburn-ga.org  

 
 
 

 USGS Billing Point of Contact 
 

Name: Megan Jernigan 
 Budget Analyst 
Address: 3916 Sunset Ridge Road 
 Raleigh, NC 27607 
Telephone: (919) 819-9441 
Fax:  
Email: sawscbudgethelp@usgs.gov  

 

 Customer Billing Point of Contact 
 

Name: Michael Park 
 City Administrator 
Address: 1369 4th Ave 
 Auburn , GA 30011 
Telephone: (770) 963-4002 Ext 202 
Fax: (n/a) 
Email: mparks@cityofauburn-ga.org  

 

 
 

 
U.S. Geological Survey 

United States 
Department of Interior 

 
 

Signature 
 
 
By_________________________________________ 

Name: Victor C. Engel 
Title: Director, South Atlantic Water Science Center 

 

 
 

City of Auburn 

 
 

Signatures 
 
 
By_______________________ Date: _________ 

Name: 

Title: 
 
 
By_______________________ Date: _________ 

Name: 

Title: 
 
 
By_______________________ Date: _________ 

Name: 

Title: 
 

 

 
 

Form 9-1366 
(May 2018) 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Joint Funding Agreement 
FOR 

Water Resource Investigations 

Customer #: 6000008815 
Agreement #: 25MPJFAG0000078 
Project #: MP00GXH 
TIN #:  58-0945938 
 

   



 



AGENDA ITEM: 11 

TO: Mayor and Council 

FROM:  Michael Parks 
City Administrator 

DATE: September 26, 2024 

PURPOSE:  To appoint Jon Gomolak to the Downtown Development Authority 
and Silvia Barber to the Planning Commission Board. 

BACKGROUND: Jon Gomolak has been nominated by Councilmember Josh 
Rowan to the City of Auburn Downtown Development Authority and Silvia 
Barber has been nominated by Mayor Roquemore to the Planning Commission. 

Auburn Municipal Code provisions establish four-year terms for these boards 
that coincide with the term of the elected official appointing them.  The slots 
would be vacant to be filled by reappointment of the same person or 
appointment of a new person for the new four-year term. Board Members are 
subject to approval by a majority vote of the City Council. 

RECOMMENDATION: To approve recommendations appointing Jon 
Gomolak to the Downtown Development Authority and Silvia Barber to the 
Planning Commission Board. 

FUNDING: N/A 

ATTACHMENTS: N/A 

MAYOR 
Rick E. Roquemore 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Michael E. Parks 

CITY COUNCIL 
Robert L. Vogel III 

          Taylor J. Sisk 
Jamie L. Bradley 

Joshua Rowan 
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